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Guided Notes—Adjectifs français (niveau débutant)
· Prerequisite knowledge related to adjectives in French
· An adjective is a word that describes a ______________. 
· French nouns have a pre-determined gender and English nouns do not.  In French, a noun can be either ______________ or ______________.   French nouns can also be ______________ or ______________.   

· There are three major areas of consideration that are involved whenever you want to use an adjective in French:  the ______________ and ______________of the noun, the ______________ of the adjective, and the ______________ of the adjective.
· Formation of French adjectives 
· How to make regular adjectives agree with nouns
· While the majority of French adjectives are regular, an infallible way to identify a French adjective as conforming to the regular rules for agreement does not exist.  It is best to conclude that if an adjective does not appear to follow any of the established irregular patterns shown in a later section of these notes, then that adjective must be regular.
· Rules:  The masculine singular form is the default form or base form of the adjective.  To make the adjective feminine, add an –e.  To make it plural add an –s.  To make it feminine and plural add an –es.

· Nuances:  If the base form of the adjective already ends in an –e (not the same as –é), then that means that there is no difference between the two singular forms.  If the base form of the adjective already ends in an –s, then that means that there is no difference between the masculine singular and masculine plural forms.  

· Examples
	
	Forms (in French)

	Adjective
	Masculine singular
	Feminine singular
	Masculine plural
	Feminine plural

	polite
	
	
	
	

	correct
	
	
	
	

	important
	
	
	
	

	small
	
	
	
	

	grey
	
	
	
	

	beige
	
	
	
	


· How to make irregular adjectives agree with nouns
· Here are the patterns of agreement for most of the irregular adjectives based on the endings of the default form:
	Masculine singular
	Feminine singular
	Masculine plural
	Feminine plural
	Notes/Nuances

	-eux

-oux
	-euse

-ouse
	-eux

-oux
	-euses

-ouses
	This is a large category.

	-eur1
-eur2
	-eure
-euse
	-eurs
-eurs
	-eures
-euses
	1If the default form of the adjective ends in –eur and the adjective is not derived from a verb, its feminine form will end in -eure.  For example: inférieur(inférieure
meilleur(meilleure
2If the default form of the adjective ends in –eur and the adjective is derived from a verb, its feminine form will end in -euse.  For example: travailleur(travailleuse

	-f
	-ve
	-fs
	-ves
	Also: bref(brève

	-en

-on
	-enne

-onne
	-ens

-ons
	-ennes

-onnes
	No adjectives end in -ène in French.  That is a common verb ending, however.

	-as

-os
	-asse

-osse
	-as

-os
	-asses

-osses
	

	-el

-il

-ul
	-elle

-ille

-ulle
	-els

-ils

-uls
	-elles

-illes

-ulles
	This is a large category.

	-iet

-cret

-plet
	-iète

-crète

-plète
	-iets
-crets
-plets
	-iètes

-crètes

-plètes
	

	-uet
	-uette
	-uets
	-uettes
	

	-al
	-ale
	-aux
	-ales
	The adjectives final is made plural by adding an –s, rather than changing to an –aux.


· In addition to being completely irregular, the adjectives in the list below have two masculine singular forms.
	Masculine singular
	Feminine singular
	Masculine plural
	Feminine plural
	Notes

	beau

bel
	belle
	beaux
	belles
	The meanings are handsome/pretty, new, and old, respectively.

All of these adjectives are placed before the noun. The second masculine singular form is used if the noun begins with a vowel sound or with a mute –h.


	nouveau

nouvel
	nouvelle
	nouveaux
	nouvelles
	

	vieux

vieil
	vieille
	vieux
	vieilles
	


