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Guided Notes—Les articles
· Prerequisite knowledge about articles

· In English, an article is word that is used to introduce a ______________.  Examples of articles in English: ___________________________.  As you can see, these words are typically small.

· In English, the article is frequently ______________ from statements.  However, in French, some kind of article is required almost every time.  Common instances in French where the use of an article before a noun may be dropped include:

· Stating the day of the week

· After certain prepositions such as avec and sans
· Before professions

· With parler [+language]
· Articles in the English language are ______________ neutral.  Articles in French are ______________ specific in all of the singular forms, but there is only one plural form for each kind of article.
· There are three categories of articles in French.  These are: ______________ articles, ______________ articles, and ______________ articles.
· The definite articles—Les articles définis
· The definite article is used to identify or introduce something specific.  (This is why it is referred to as “definite”.)  Here are some English examples:  “I need the remote control.”  “Where are the kids?”)
· There are four forms of the definite article.  

· They are ______, ______, ______, and ______.  Each of the words in the preceding blanks translates to ______ in English.

· le is the definite article for all masculine nouns

· Examples: ______________________________________________
· la is the definite article for all feminine nouns

· Examples: ______________________________________________
· l’ is the definite article for any masculine or feminine noun that begins with a vowel or a mute -h
· Examples: ______________________________________________
· *Exceptions (aspired -h): ___________________________________

· les is the definite article for all plural nouns (regardless of the word’s gender)

· Examples: ______________________________________________
· When you are speaking generally about something (usually instances where you would just drop the use of an article in English, such as “I like French fries”), use the definite article.  Example:  I like French fries= __________________________.  We like school. = ____________________________.
· For negative statements, it is permissible to have pas followed by one of the above definite articles and a noun (pas le, pas la, pas l’, pas les…all are fine). 
· The indefinite articles—Les articles indéfinis
· The indefinite article is used to identify or introduce something that is not specific.  (This is why it is referred to as “indefinite”.)  Here are some English examples:  “I need a battery.”  “Do you have a pencil?”)
· There are three forms of the indefinite article.  

· They are ______, ______, and ______.  Un and une translate to ______ and des translates to ______ in English.

· un is the indefinite article for all masculine nouns

· Examples: _______________________________________________
· une is the indefinite article for all feminine nouns

· Examples: _______________________________________________
· des is the indefinite article for all plural nouns (regardless of the word’s gender)

· Examples: _______________________________________________
· Use des whenever you want to refer to more than one of something, regardless of whether or not you would actually say the word “some” in the equivalent English statement.  Examples:  I want (some) apples. = _________________________________.  We have (some) answers. = _________________________________.

· In negative constructions, pas un, pas une, and even pas des all change to _________.  The only time when this is not done is if the preceding verb is a form of être.  Examples:  Nous n’avons pas des devoirs(Nous n’avons pas de devoirs.  Je n’ai pas un frère(Je n’ai pas de frère.  But—Ce n’est pas une voiture (this is fine).
· The partitive articles—Les articles partitifs
· The partitive article is actually another indefinite article.  It is used to express a part or otherwise indefinite quantity of a whole.  (This is why it is referred to as “partitive”.  In English, it looks like this:  “I would like some sauce.”  “Do you have any change?”)
· Each use of the partitive article consists of the word de along with the definite article.  Sometimes, this results in a contraction.  Here are the four different forms of the partitive article:

· du (a contraction of de and le) is the partitive article which is used for all masculine singular nouns

· Examples:_______________________________________________
· de la is the partitive article which is used for all feminine singular nouns

· Examples: ______________________________________________
· de l’ is the partitive article used for all singular nouns that begin with a vowel or vowel sound

· Examples: ______________________________________________
· des (a contraction of de and les) is the partitive article used for all plural nouns (regardless of gender).  Yes, this is the same word as the plural indefinite article.  And, while it may not be the same thing grammatically, it is still going to have the same translation (“_______”).
· Examples: ______________________________________________
· In negative constructions, pas du, pas de la, pas de l’ and pas des all change to ____________.  The only time when this not done is if the preceding verb is a form of être.  Examples:  Nous n’avons pas des chiens.(Nous n’avons pas de chiens.  Je n’ai pas de l’eau minérale.(Je n’ai pas d’eau minérale.  Ce n’est pas du fromage (this is fine). 
