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Negative Expressions—Les expressions négatives
· Prerequisite knowledge related to negative constructions in French
· First of all, you need to be capable of making affirmative statements negative in English.  Below, fill-in the negative column of the chart by rewriting the affirmative statements accordingly.  Try to use the negative expression that is closest to the opposite of the affirmative expression that is mentioned.
	Affirmative
	Negative

	I am in class.
	

	I have everything.
	

	You are going somewhere.
	

	He always listens.
	

	She is both a writer and a singer.
	


· There are other examples as well.  This is what you are about to approach in the French language.  Before you begin practicing with negative expressions in French, you need to be aware of a few things.

· Virtually all French negative expressions are made up of two parts: the word ______ and the _____________ word or expression.  The word ______ usually has no translation in English.
· ______ contracts to ______ whenever it is followed by a vowel or a mute –h.
· In current informal spoken French, the ______ is commonly omitted by the speaker regardless of which particular negative statement the speaker is using.  It is not permissible to do this in informal writing or in formal writing in this course, however. 
· We will begin with these four extremely common French negative expressions: ne…pas=______________, ne…rien=______________, ne…jamais=______________, and ne…personne=_______________
· When using ne…pas, be aware that the phrases pas un, pas une, and pas des all change to ____________, unless the verb you are using is a form of être.  And, when reading French, keep in mind that the word ______ means a step or a pace when it is used as a noun.
· When they are used all alone as single-word statements or exclamations, rien, jamais, and personne mean ______________, ______________, and ______________, respectively.  Also, the word jamais used without a ne in a question means ___________.
· We will now illustrate the placement and usage of these expressions in a variety of situations by answering the following questions.  Pay particular attention to the word order in the compound tenses and compound constructions.
· Tu as un petit ami ? __________________________________________________
· Tu fais quelque chose ? _______________________________________________
· Madame, vous parlez parfois portugais ? _________________________________
· Elles voient quelqu’un ? _______________________________________________
· Tu as étudié les notes ? _______________________________________________
· Elle a fait quelque chose ? _____________________________________________
· Tu es déjà allé(e) en Suède ? ___________________________________________
· Ils ont vu quelqu’un ? ________________________________________________
· Tu as dîné avec quelqu’un ? ____________________________________________
· Tu vas parler à ta sœur ? ______________________________________________
· Vous allez faire quelque chose demain ?__________________________________
· Tu vas jamais avoir de la patience ? _____________________________________
· Il va rencontrer quelqu’un ? ____________________________________________
· Some of the above expressions can be used as subjects in a sentence when they are used as pronouns or when they are used along with pronouns.  Try these examples :
· Not one of my friends came to the dance. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· Not one of the answers was correct. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· Nothing is going to happen. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· Nothing is certain. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· No one is listening. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· No one did the research. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· With the exception of ne…personne, the above expressions stay together and are placed in front of the infinitive when they are used to negate an infinitive.  Here are some examples:
· The doctor told me to not eat dinner. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· My friend decided to do nothing last night. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· The teacher tries to never say swear words. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· The judge ordered me to speak to no one. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· In the imperative, the above expressions go around the conjugated verb in the command.  Make an attempt at these examples:
· Do not run ! ( ______________________________________________________
· Do not touch anything ! ( ____________________________________________
· Never fall asleep while driving ! ( ______________________________________
· Do not talk to anyone ! (______________________________________________
· We will now introduce some more very common French negative expressions: ne…nulle part=___________, ne…plus=____________, and ne… guère=_____________
· We will illustrate the placement and usage of these expressions in a variety of situations by answering the following questions.  Pay particular attention to the word order in the compound tenses and compound constructions.
· Tu vas quelque part ? _________________________________________________
· Elle étudie toujours ? _________________________________________________
· Tu es très sportif ? ___________________________________________________
· Ta mère et toi, vous êtes allés quelque part ? ______________________________
· Tu as facilement terminé les exercices ? __________________________________
· Tu vas courir quelque part ? ____________________________________________
· Ils vont toujours se marier ? ____________________________________________
· Like ne…personne, the expression ne…nulle part goes around the infinitive when it is used to negate an infinitive.  The expressions ne…plus and ne…guère stay together and go in front of the infinitive (like ne…pas) when they are used to negate an infinitive.  Try these examples:
· The policeman advised me to go nowhere during the investigation. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· The flight attendant told us to no longer use our cell phones. ( ___________________________________________________________________
· I wonder what it is like to hardly work as he does. (  ___________________________________________________________________
· In the imperative, ne…nulle part and ne…plus go around the conjugated verb in the command.
· Do not travel anywhere this summer ! (__________________________________
· Do not talk anymore ! ( ______________________________________________
· Finally, here is one last set of common negative expressions: ne…ni…ni=___________, ne…aucun(e)=____________, and ne…que*=_____________ . Some others do actually exist, if you are wondering.
· When using nouns after the words ni…ni…, articles may or may not need to be included depending on what you want to express.
· The adjectival negative expression ne…aucun(e) is normally only followed by singular nouns.  
· Just for your information, aucuns and aucunes do exist.  However, they are only used to precede French nouns for which no singular form with the same meaning exists.  For example, consider the French word vacances.  There is no singular word in French for “vacation” that still means “vacation.”  So “no vacation” would be aucunes vacances.  
· Unless it is being used as a pronoun, there is no use of an article after aucun(e).
· In terms of the proper placement of the que in ne…que, there exists really only a guideline:  Put the que immediately before the word or information being emphasized.
· We will likewise illustrate the placement and usage of these expressions in a variety of situations by answering some questions.  Pay particular attention to the word order in the compound tenses and compound constructions.
· Tu es fort et beau ? ___________________________________________________
· Tu as de l’argent ? ___________________________________________________
· Tu as des amis en Europe ? ____________________________________________
· Tu parles cinq langues ? _______________________________________________
· Tu as vu la tour Eiffel et le musée du Louvre à Paris ? ___________________________________________________________________
· Pourquoi est-ce que tu as acheté un seul croissant pour le déjeuner ? ___________________________________________________________________
· Tu as dormi pendant seize heures ? ______________________________________
· Le restaurant va servir du soda et du jus ? _________________________________
· Tu vas commander une brioche ou une tarte aux cerises ? ___________________________________________________________________
· Est-ce que vous allez réviser pour tous les examens ? ___________________________________________________________________
