Course: French I RHS Pre-IB


Instructor: Martin Brown

Fall 2015
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Syllabus

Course Objective: The purpose of this course is to develop basic French communication skills and cross-curricular understandings, as well as to introduce students to the cultures of France and other Francophone countries. The course content will include, but is not limited to, beginning skills in listening and speaking with special attention to pronunciation, introduction to reading and writing skills in the French language, the fundamentals of French grammar, and the fundamentals of cultural appreciation. -From the Ridgeview High School course selection guide, 2014-2015 version
[image: image2.png]



Course Instructor Information:


· Name:

Martin Brown

· E-mail:  
mpbrown@oneclay.net




· Location:  
Portable 23



· Telephone: 
904-213-5217
· Website:
www.mrbrownsfrenchclasses.weebly.com

· Extra Help:
Available after school and on the course textbook website 




(www.classzone.com) 
Grading Policy and Procedure:

· Class work (10%): Among other things, class work includes journal checks (for warm-ups and notes) which are conducted once or twice each quarter.
· Homework (15%): Homework is assigned Monday thru Thursday. Homework is checked for completion by the instructor every time that it is assigned.

· Participation (10%): Student participation is an integral part of an effective foreign language classroom. Frequently, but not necessarily on a daily basis, your participation or lack thereof will be recorded for a grade.

· Projects (10%): There is usually one project to be completed each quarter. Depending on what the assignment is, you may be required to complete the project in class or outside of class.
· Quizzes (30%): On average, there are four quizzes each quarter.
· Tests (25%): Typically, there are two tests per quarter.

· Details pertaining to make-up work and late work: A daily assignment or an in-class assessment missed for an excused absence may be made-up for full credit within three days of the excused absence. All class work assignments and projects depreciate by one letter-grade each day that they are late for an unexcused reason.  Homework that is late for an unexcused reason will never receive any credit.  If you want to discuss making up an assignment, you must approach the instructor about this before school, after school, or during lunch.  
Overview of course: Below is a general overview of the information that will be covered in this course. As you know, there are circumstances that can speed up or slow down the pace of instruction.  It is possible that the following may change as the semester progresses:

1st Semester:


Major vocabulary themes include: greetings, numbers 1 – 1 000 000, colors, family and friends, nationalities, food and drink, calendar terms, celebrations, daily activities, personal items, question words

Major grammatical concepts include: gender (in relation to nouns and adjectives), French accent marks, the present tense, infinitives, regular –er, –ir, and –re verbs, irregular verbs être,  faire, avoir, aller, venir, negation, the near future tense, contractions with à and de
Major cultural/civilization components include: profiles of France and other francophone countries, French in comparison to other languages, cuisine, the 24-hour clock, the café, francophone youth
2nd Semester:
Major vocabulary themes include: household items, places in town, sports, music, clothing, descriptive adjectives, food and drink

Major grammatical concepts include: irregular adjectives, stem-change verbs, irregular verbs mettre, voir, pouvoir, vouloir, devoir, and others, demonstrative and interrogative adjectives, the past tense, the imperfect tense, the imperative mood, other negative expressions, object pronouns
Major cultural/civilization components include: European life, clothing and shopping in France, money, music, cuisine
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