Course: International Baccalaureate French IV


Instructor: Martin Brown

Fall 2015
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Syllabus

Course Objective:  This is the first course of the two year program in IB French B. The course is designed to prepare students for the IB Standard Level (SL) or the IB Higher Level (HL) examination in French B. Content of the course includes, but is not limited to, developing oral fluency in the language, comprehending difficult authentic texts, commenting on text meaning and content—both orally and in writing, and developing a high level of aural comprehension.  This course will be conducted primarily in French. -From the Ridgeview High School course catalog, 2014-2015 version
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Course Instructor Information:


· Name:

Martin Brown

· E-mail:  
mpbrown@oneclay.net




· Location:  
Portable 23



· Telephone: 
904-213-5217
· Website:
www.mrbrownsfrenchclasses.weebly.com

· Extra Help:
Available after school and on the course textbook website 




(www.classzone.com) 
Grading Policy and Procedure:

· Class work (10%):  Among other things, class work includes journal checks (for warm-ups and notes) which are conducted once or twice each quarter.
· Homework (15%):  Homework is assigned Monday thru Thursday. Homework is checked for completion by the instructor every time that it is assigned.
· Participation (10%):  Student participation is an integral part of an effective foreign language classroom. Frequently, but not necessarily on a daily basis, your participation or lack thereof will be recorded for a grade.

· Projects (10%):  There is usually one project to be completed each quarter. Depending on what the assignment is, you may be required to complete the project in class or outside of class.
· Quizzes (30%):  On average, there are four quizzes each quarter.
· Tests (25%):  Typically, there are two tests per quarter.

· Details pertaining to make-up work and late work:  A daily assignment or an in-class assessment missed for an excused absence may be made-up for full credit within three days of the excused absence. All class work assignments and projects depreciate by one letter-grade each day that they are late for an unexcused reason.  Homework that is late for an unexcused reason will never receive any credit. If you want to discuss making up an assignment, you must approach the instructor about this before school, after school, or during lunch.
Summary of the International Baccalaureate French Language B Course Framework:  The bulleted points below represent an unofficial general overview of the material that is to be covered over the two years of this course. Detailed information regarding the International Baccalaureate French Language B examinations will be disseminated and reviewed in the coming weeks. Grammar is never specifically in any of the official course guides, however that does not mean that it is not to be taught. In the first year of the course (11th grade for most students), an array of grammatical components will be reviewed and expanded upon and several new grammatical components will be introduced.
· Grammatical topics to be reviewed and expanded upon

· Reflexive verbs, the past tense, the imperfect tense, object pronouns, the simple future tense, the conditional mood/tense

· Grammatical concepts to be introduced
· The subjunctive mood, the simple past tense, the pluperfect tense, the future perfect tense, the perfect conditional mood/tense, interrogative pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, possessive pronouns, relative pronouns, prepositions with infinitives, using infinitives in the past tense, present participles
· Le tronc commun=__________________, two topics must be studied in each of the three subject areas below (applies to SL and HL)
· Communication et médias=__________________
· Questions mondiales=__________________
· Relations socials=__________________
· Les options=__________________, two topics must be studied in any of the two subject areas below (applies to SL and HL)
· Coutumes et traditions=__________________
· Diversité culturelle=__________________
· Loisirs=__________________
· Santé=__________________
· Sciences et technologie=__________________
· Littérature=__________________ (only applies to HL)

· Two short (<10,000 words) pieces of literature originating from and read in the target language must be read.

· Example framework:

	Subject area
	Topics studied

	Communication and Media
	1.  Advertisement
	2.  Media Bias

	Global Questions
	1.  Global Warming
	2.  Population Shifts

	Social relations
	1.  Language and Identity
	2.  Social Structures

	Health
	1.  Diet and Nutrition
	2.  Drug Abuse

	Science and Technology
	1.  Ethics in Science
	2.  Technology’s Impact on Society


· A complete list of possible topics to study within the Common Core and the Options is available in the official IB French Language B Guide. The instructor will distribute portions of this guide to you along with official publications regarding examinations for this course. You can also reference a complete list of these possible topics on page eight of the IB Skills and Practice manual.

· Depending on what the topic is, the material may be explored via the textbook, supplementary textbooks, instructor selected articles, student selected articles, videos, selected conversations, note-taking, classroom discussions, imagery, or any combination of the aforementioned.  
Summary of Course Evaluation: Below is a summary of all of the elements that contribute to your final grade for the IB French Language B course. With the possible exception of the Interactive Orals, these evaluation components are completely independent of and carry no influence within the quarterly grading system at Ridgeview High School.

	Standard Level
	Higher Level

	Component
	Weight
	Component
	Weight

	External Evaluation
	Paper 1:  Study of four texts, based on Common Core
	25%
	External Evaluation
	Paper 1:  Study of five texts, based on Common Core
	25%

	
	Paper 2:  Essay of 250 to 400 words, based on the Options
	25%
	
	Paper 2, Section A: Essay of 250 to 400 words, based on the Options

Paper 2, Section B: Argumentative essay of 150 to 250 words, based on Common Core
	25%

	
	Written Task:  300 to 400 word synthesis of three-to-four sources related to Common Core with an additional 150-200 word rationale, some stages completed in class
	20%
	
	Written Task: 500 to 600 word creative writing task with an additional 150-200 word rationale, based on one of the literary texts studied, some stages completed in class
	20%

	Internal Evaluation
	Individual Oral:  Analysis of a never before seen picture, based on the options
	20%
	Internal Evaluation
	Individual Oral:  Analysis of a never before seen picture, based on the options
	20%

	
	Interactive Oral:  Best grade of three in-class activities determined by instructor, based on Common Core
	10%
	
	Interactive Oral:  Best grade of three in-class activities determined by instructor, based on Common Core
	10%


· The instructor will soon distribute official publications regarding examination information for this course. You can also reference accurate detailed examination information on page eleven (as well as elsewhere) in the IB Skills and Practice manual.
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